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Various sugar related articles  
 
The Executive Director would like to draw your attention to the articles below all of which are 
relevant to the sugar sector. 
 

 
Sugaronline Ebriefing 

INDIA: Official says country will be able to export sugar despite El Niño 

The joint secretary at the Department of Food and Consumer Affairs, Subodh Kumar Singh, has 
assured India will be able to export sugar in the 2023/24 season despite the forecast of El Niño 
impacting production, according to Economic Times. 

Singh said that regardless of the monsoon forecast, the country will be able to export some 

sugar next season. 

El Niño, which usually causes a lack of rain in India and other countries in Asia, has been 
concerning industry officials, according to the report. 
 

KENYA: USDA expects decline in sugar production in 2023/24 

Kenya’s sugar production is expected to decline to 650,000 metric tonnes in 2023/24 due to a 
smaller harvested area as farmers prematurely harvest sugarcane in 2022/23 to meet Kenya’s 
increasing milling demand, according to the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service’s post in Nairobi, 
reports Sugaronline. 

Sugar production in 2022/23 should reach a record of 790,000 tonnes, amid an increase in the 
harvested area by farmers. “Post estimates area planted increased roughly 3% as farmers in 
Transnzoia switched production from corn to sugar.” 

Total harvested sugarcane area in 2023/24 is expected at 190,000 hectares, down from 
230,000 hectares estimated for 2022/23. 

The 2023/24 domestic consumption is expected to marginally increase by 10,000 tonnes to 1.16 
million from 2022/23. 
 

PHILIPPINES: 2024 raw sugar production seen at 1.9 million T – USDA 

Raw sugar production in the Philippines in the 2024 marketing year is estimated at 1.9 million 
metric tonnes, according to the USDA Federal Agricultural Service’s post in Manila, reports 
Sugaronline. 

“Higher prices encouraged more farmers to plant sugarcane and better fertilization is expected 
to result in higher production. Post expects limited exports to resume in 2024 given high 
production and high carryover stocks,” the Manila post said in a report on April 19. 

https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/04/21/india-official-says-country-will-be-able-to-export-sugar-despite-el-nino/
https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/04/21/kenya-usda-expects-decline-in-sugar-production-in-2023-24/
https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/04/21/philippines-2024-raw-sugar-production-seen-at-1-9-million-t-usda/
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No raw sugar imports are expected as the Philippines government seeks to protect local 
producers. However, refined sugar imports should reach 250,000 tonnes to stabilize consumer 
prices and provide two months of buffer stocks. 

The country’s sugar consumption in 2024 is expected to rebound by 200,000 tonnes from the 
previous year, with prices lowering and ample sugar available in the market, reaching 2.2 million 
tonnes. 
 

CHINA: USDA reduces estimate for 2022/23 cane sugar production to 7.92 million T 

China’s cane sugar production is expected to reach 7.92 million metric tonnes in 2022/23, said 
the USDA Agricultural Trade Office (ATO) in Guangzhou in a report on April 19, reducing the 
previous forecast by 1.08 million tonnes due to lower-than-normal rainfall in the country’s 
largest sugar producing province Guangxi, reports Sugaronline. 

The 2023/24 cane sugar production estimate is 8.9 million tonnes. “This projected increase 
assumes that, after lower-than-normal rainfall in 2022, precipitation in Guangxi will return to 
normal in 2023, 2023/24 cane production should rebound, accordingly,” the USDA said in the 
report. 

The forecast also assumes Yunnan will produce more sugar by importing cane from 
neighboring countries without disruptions. 

The 2023/24 sugarcane area is forecast at 1.21 million hectares, flat from 2022/23. 

In 2022, Guangxi began removing 66,667 hectares of Eucalyptus trees from arable land and 
replacing them with other crops, including sugarcane. Local municipal governments in Guangxi 
are expected to provide financial incentives as high as US$2,868 per hectare to farmers that 
switch from Eucalyptus to sugarcane. 

The USDA expects this move will help to stabilize the cane area in Guangxi, which faces 
competition from crops such as citrus. 

 
______________ 

 
FoodNavigator.com  
 

Food companies braced for cost challenges and paperwork as landmark deforestation 
law is passed 

  
The pressure is now on for food and beverage companies to source deforestation-free products 
after the European Parliament formally adopted a ground-breaking new law to stop products 
causing forest destruction from being imported, sold in or exported from the EU. 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/article/2023/04/21/food-companies-braced-for-cost-
challenges-and-paperwork-as-landmark-deforestation-law-is-passed 

 

https://www.sugaronline.com/2023/04/21/china-usda-reduces-estimate-for-2022-23-cane-sugar-production-to-7-92-million-t/
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/food-companies-braced-for-cost-challenges-and-paperwork-as-landmark-deforestation-law-is-passed?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/food-companies-braced-for-cost-challenges-and-paperwork-as-landmark-deforestation-law-is-passed?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/food-companies-braced-for-cost-challenges-and-paperwork-as-landmark-deforestation-law-is-passed?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/food-companies-braced-for-cost-challenges-and-paperwork-as-landmark-deforestation-law-is-passed?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
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Tetra Pak report shows there’s a long way to go for sustainable packaging 

 

A new report from Swedish-Swiss packaging company Tetra Pak revealed high levels of 
consumer support for sustainable packaging. However, due to supply chain issues and high 
prices, many companies are nevertheless struggling to implement changes to their packaging to 
make it more sustainable. 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/article/2023/04/21/tetra-pak-report-shows-there-s-a-long-way-
to-go-for-sustainable-packaging 

_____________________ 

The World Health Organisation is lying to journalists (substack.com) 

Activists have taken over the WHO's alcohol program 

 

 
 

The incompetent and corrupt World Health Organisation has produced a ‘guide for 
journalists’ to help hacks report on issues related to alcohol accurately. Not entirely 
unpredictably, it is a catalogue of anti-drinking tropes, half-truths and brazen lies. The very first 
words are ‘No amount of alcohol is safe to drink’ and it doesn’t get any better thereafter. 

The health benefits of moderate alcohol consumption really stick in the craw of the neo-
temperance lobby and so that is where the WHO starts: 

Isn’t drinking some alcohol good for your health? 
No, there is no evidence for the common belief that drinking alcohol in moderate amounts can 
help people live longer by decreasing their risk of heart disease, diabetes, stroke or other 
conditions. 

No evidence?! Even a casual follower of the science knows that there is at least some evidence. 
Those who are more familiar with the literature know that there is a huge amount of evidence 
built up over decades, tested and re-examined from every angle precisely because so many 
people in ‘public health’ don’t want to believe it. 

https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/Tetra-Pak-report-shows-there-s-a-long-way-to-go-for-sustainable-packaging?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/Tetra-Pak-report-shows-there-s-a-long-way-to-go-for-sustainable-packaging?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/Tetra-Pak-report-shows-there-s-a-long-way-to-go-for-sustainable-packaging?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/21/Tetra-Pak-report-shows-there-s-a-long-way-to-go-for-sustainable-packaging?utm_source=copyright&utm_medium=OnSite&utm_campaign=copyright
https://snowdon.substack.com/p/the-world-health-organisation-is?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=977190&post_id=116038868&isFreemail=true&utm_medium=email
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F6af1e2b6-ddd9-4447-8260-8b740d838312_640x902.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F6af1e2b6-ddd9-4447-8260-8b740d838312_640x902.png
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240071490
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240071490
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F6af1e2b6-ddd9-4447-8260-8b740d838312_640x902.png
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It is inaccurate to say that “experts are divided” on whether there is no amount of healthy 
alcohol drinking. The scientific consensus is that any level of alcohol consumption, regardless of 
the amount, increases risks to health. 

This is just a lie. That is not the consensus, and the only reason there isn’t unanimous 
agreement that moderate drinking is beneficial to health is that anti-alcohol academics such 
as Tim Stockwell have made it their life’s work to cast doubt on the evidence. 

While several past studies did suggest that moderate consumption could, on average, promote 

health benefits… 

Note that this immediately contradicts the claim that there is no evidence. 

… newer research (1) shows that those studies used limited methodologies and that many of 
them were funded by the alcohol industry (2). 

The first reference is a short commentary by some WHO staffers which doesn’t discuss 
methodologies at all. The second reference is a study which found that only 5.4 per cent of 
research papers in this area were funded by the alcohol industry and concluded that ‘the 
association between moderate alcohol consumption and different health outcomes does not 
seem to be related to funding source.’ 

The WHO must hold journalists in low esteem if it thinks they won’t check up the citations like 
this. 

The dicussion [sic] about possible so-called protective effects of alcohol diverts attention from 
the bigger picture of alcohol harm; for example, even though it is well established that alcohol 
can cause cancer, this fact is still not widely known to the public in most countries (3). 

The ‘bigger picture’ is overall mortality. When all the risks are taken into account, including the 
small risks from a few rare cancers, do moderate drinkers live longer than teetotallers? Yes. 
Yes, they do. 

 

 
 

But what about reports that a daily glass of red wine is good for your heart? 
There is no good evidence for the pervasive myth that consuming red wine helps prevent heart 
attacks. 

Note that they’ve shifted from ‘no evidence’ to ‘no good evidence’. It seems that no evidence is 
good unless it shows that drinking at any level is a killer. 

The main reason that moderate alcohol consumption reduces overall mortality is that it 
substantially reduces the risk of cardiovascular disease. The evidence for this is not just ‘good’. 
It is overwhelming. For example, this meta-analysis of 84 studies concluded that: ‘Light to 
moderate alcohol consumption is associated with a reduced risk of multiple cardiovascular 

https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2023/03/tim-stockwell-is-at-it-again.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(22)00317-6/fulltext
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32392308/
https://snowdon.substack.com/p/moderate-drinking-is-still-good-for
https://snowdon.substack.com/p/moderate-drinking-is-still-good-for
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F1e10e659-8c12-469c-a142-f3ab2a5dd62d_441x342.png
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F1e10e659-8c12-469c-a142-f3ab2a5dd62d_441x342.png
https://www.bmj.com/content/342/bmj.d671
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F1e10e659-8c12-469c-a142-f3ab2a5dd62d_441x342.png
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outcomes.’ The risk of cardiovascular disease mortality was 25 per cent lower than among non-
drinkers. 

Since red wine is a form of alcohol, it would be very odd if drinking a moderate quantity of it 
wasn’t good for the heart. All the evidence shows that it is, and there are some reasons to 
think that it might be even better than other forms of alcohol in this respect. 

Why are national drinking guidelines different from WHO recommendations? 
Many countries have issued low-risk guidelines, usually recommending no more than 10 
standard drinks per week. WHO does not set particular limits because the evidence shows that 
the ideal situation for health is not to drink alcohol at all. 

Again, this is simply a lie. 

Doesn’t most alcohol harm come from a minority group of heavy drinkers? 
The common perception is that a small fraction of the population causes most of the harm 
linked to alcohol consumption. But alcohol-related cancers, accidents, injuries and violence are 
widely distributed across the population (8), including among those who drink moderately. 
Even though heavy drinkers are undoubtedly at high risk of alcohol-related harm, they 
contribute only a minority to the total alcohol casualties. In this “prevention paradox”, most 
alcohol-related harm occurs among low-to-moderate risk drinkers simply because they are 
more numerous in the population. 

This is a reference to one of the ideas of Geoffrey Rose who argued that there are more deaths 
from a large number of people exposed to a low risk than from a small number of people 
exposed to a large risk. While this could be true of some risk factors in certain circumstances, it 
is not a general rule and it is particularly poorly suited to alcohol because the risk of low to 
moderate consumption is negative, i.e. it is beneficial. 

‘Alcohol-related cancers’ are relatively rare and mostly affect heavy drinkers. It is reasonable to 
assume that most drink-related ‘accidents, injuries and violence’ also involve heavy/binge 
drinkers. The prevention paradox just doesn’t apply to alcohol and Rose never claimed it 
did. Some academics have tried to claim otherwise, but they have had to narrow their scope to 
a limited range of ‘harms’ and portray people who get drunk as moderate drinkers to do so. 

The real reason why organisations like the WHO are so keen to pretend that everybody is at 
risk from alcohol harm and there is no safe level of drinking is that it can be used to justify 
population-wide policies such as minimum pricing (which the WHO’s new report wrongly 
describes as ‘effective’). They say this in so many words in the summary: 

Takeaway 
Alcohol consumption causes considerable harm to millions of people across the world, not just 
the heaviest users, which is why strong global action that protects the entire population is 
needed. 

Why, you may ask, is the WHO taking such a hard line on this that it is prepared to lie to our 
faces? Preaching total abstinence is a departure for the WHO. It is not what most of its 
member states expect of it and it is out of line with its previous messaging. 

Part of the reason is that some member states do support total abstinence. You have to 
remember that alcohol prohibition is still a reality in some countries. Several other countries, 
such as India and Turkey, allow the sale of alcohol but strongly discourage it. Russia and some 
of the Baltic states have been clamping down on alcohol in a big way in recent years. The WHO 
has to represent all these interests. 

The bigger and more important reason is that anti-alcohol activists have weaseled their way 
into the WHO in growing numbers. A lot of WHO reports are written anonymously. This one 
isn’t, and its list of contributors is very revealing. They include: 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6804046/
https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2019/10/are-moderate-drinkers-responsible-for.html
https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2019/10/are-moderate-drinkers-responsible-for.html
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• Phil Cain, European Alcohol Policy Alliance (Eurocare) 
• Florence Berteletti, Eurocare 

Phil Cain is a former BBC journalist who has been tweeting about alcohol for years and has 
become increasingly fanatical. I didn’t know he was now at Eurocare but it makes sense. 
Eurocare is an EU-funded temperance pressure group formed in 1990 by the Methodist 
teetotaller Derek Rutherford. 

• Maik Dünnbier, Movendi International 

The International Order of Good Templars is a gospel temperance group formed in the mid-
19th century. A few years ago they realised that their name sounded a bit too 
religious/masonic so they changed it to Movendi. Their agenda of total abstinence remains the 
same. It is now an official partner of the WHO. 

• Øystein Bakke, Global Alcohol Policy Alliance and FORUT 

The Global Alcohol Policy Alliance is another temperance group set up by Derek Rutherford. 
Notice the trend of temperance groups giving themselves bland names so they can slot 
themselves into the field of ‘public health’. Formed in 2000, Derek Rutherford said its priority 
was to “make the most of the opportunities provided by the development of the WHO Global 
Alcohol Strategy and the focus on non-communicable diseases.” It is certainly doing that. 

• Adam Knobel, Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) 

FARE is a state-funded anti-alcohol organisation set up by the Australian government with 
a $115 million grant. It says that it spends 50 per cent of its income on ‘policy and advocacy’ 
and 15 per cent on ‘leading change’. In other words, it is a pressure group. 

• Nason Maani, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

Maani is an activist-academic who has co-authored many hilariously bad articles with Mark 
Petticrew about the alcohol industry. 

• David Jernigan, Boston University School of Public Health 

Jernigan is also on the board of the Global Alcohol Policy Alliance and speaks at their mad 

conferences. 

Finally, there is Juan Tello. Listed as co-editor of the guide for journalists, he is in charge of the 
WHO’s Less Alcohol Unit. He recently gave an interview in which he complained about the 
‘normalisation’ of alcohol and wibbled on about the ‘commercial determinants of health’. He 
makes no secret of ‘pursuing a no alcohol environment’. 

 

 

 

His interview did contain one bit of good news, however.  

Juan Tello: We give countries five recommendations that are cost effective to implement, 
especially in middle-income countries: increase pricing, particularly through taxation; ban 
marketing and sponsorships advertising alcohol; decrease the physical availability of alcohol 

https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2015/02/the-long-tentacles-of-temperance.html
https://movendi.ngo/who-we-are/our-projects/undp-who-project/
https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2015/02/the-long-tentacles-of-temperance.html
https://globalgapa.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Derek-Rutherford-Autobiography.pdf
http://fare.org.au/about/our-history
https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/search?q=petticrew
https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2017/10/the-global-alcohol-policy-conference.html
https://velvetgloveironfist.blogspot.com/2017/10/the-global-alcohol-policy-conference.html
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/alcohol-excess
https://substack.com/redirect/e3802372-2fc4-4723-961d-4f4fa6e10e39?j=eyJ1IjoiMW9hMGh4In0.uo5QDhuSsIkRh_TDkCjyXWGB3JOfU81h2dtUPUcv-xQ
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outlets; enforce checks and control of blood alcohol concentration; and treatment. We are 
well positioned to do this when countries are willing to move forward.  

Think Global Health: What’s the level of interest from countries?   

Juan Tello: The uptake is low. It’s truly low.  

Excellent. Let’s hope it stays that way. In the meantime, if journalists are looking for a story 
about alcohol, may I suggest an article about WHO reports being written by anti-alcohol 
activists? 

 

______________________ 

 


